There are three theories about _how the stone oot there 


l. 


THE KENSINGTON STONE 


This stone was 
discovered in 1895 

at Kensington, 
Minnesota, U.S.A. 

The inscription was 
originally in runes, 
letters of an ancient 
Viking alphabet. 
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Thirty Vikings are 

here on an expedition 
from Vinland. Our 

camp was near two 

rocky islands a day's 
journey north of here. 
Some of us went fishing 


one day and when we 
returned we found ten 
of our party dead. 
AVM deliver us from 
evil. We have ten 
men by the sea to 
look after our ships 
which are two weeks 
journey from this 
island. 1362 


In the 14th century Vikings from Greenland sailed to Kensington 
through Hudson Bay, Lake Winnipeg and the Red River and left the 
stone to mark their visit, rather like a modern expedition to 
Everest would leave a flag on top. 


In the 19th century Red Indians found the stone in a Viking settlement 


on the east coast of Canada and took it with them as a "good luck 


charm" when they were driven west by whitemen. 


The stone is a fake. 


Look at the following evidence then 

choose one of the theories about the 
Kensington stone and explain why you 
think it is the right one. 
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A day's journey in the 19th century was about 75 miles by boat on 
rivers and lakes. Hudson Bay is 1000 miles from Kenisington. There 
are two rocky islands about a day's journey from Kensington. 


Evidence B 
_ We desire you to take the men from my bodyguard and place Paul 


Knutson in command. We ask you to do this because our predecessors 


established Christianity in Greenland and we do not want to see it 
perish", 


(From an order of King Magnus of Norway and Sweden dated 1354) 


Evidence C 


‘The runes chiselled in the stone were not the work of ancient Vikings. 
Fourteenth century Scandinavians usually wrote in the Roman 
alphabet, but it was still customary to use runes on grave stones.' 


(From the *Danish Archaeological Journal," 1938) 
Evidence D 


-"Mr. Ohman, who claimed to have found the stone, said it was 

entwined in the roots of an aspen tree. Tests have shown that in 1898 
the tree was 40 years old. Mr. Ohman was not alive in 1858. At that 
time the Kensington area was inhabited by Sioux Indians" 


(From the "Danish Archaeological Journal," 1938) 
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Evidence E 


"A Swedish immigrant, Mr. Olaf Ohman, discovered the stone whilst 
ploughing a field on his farm. It is about the size of a gravestone 
and was covered in Viking runes. It is being studied by the University 
of Minnesota, and if it is found to be genuine it will prove that the 
Vikings, not Columbus, were the true discoverers of America." 


(From "The Times," January 18th 1900) 


Evidence F 


"I doubt if the stone is genuine for several reasons:- 

1. It was discovered so far away from any trade route. 

2. The Roman letters AVM probably stand for "Ave Maria," but they are 
out of place in an inscription composed of runes. 

3. The stone states that the inscription was made on an island in 
a lake. There is no lake anywhere near where it was found," 


(From the report of Professor Breda of the University 
of Minnesota) 


Evidence G 


(Viking tools found 
in the Nelson River) 
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If you don't know where to start, fill in this chart: 


Could be correct because: Is incorrect because: 
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If you are not convinced that any of these theories is the right one, 
suggest another. However you must explain your theory and give the 
evidence which you think proves it. 


